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Easter 4 YrC2016  Eucharistic Homily       Gregory Wilde 

Acts 9:36-43; Ps 23; Rev 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 

 

Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each 

by name, and follow where he leads.  (Get female parishioner to help) 

 

 Sam's wife was having hearing problems, so the next time he was in the 

doctor's office, he asked if he should make an appointment for her to come in 

and be tested. 

 Having a hunch that this might be premature, the doctor told Sam that 

he could do some initial screening, himself.   

 “Here’s what you do,” he said. “Stand about 40 feet away from her, and 

speak in a normal conversational tone and see if she hears you.  If she 

doesn't, then move to 30 feet, then 20 feet, and so on until she responds." 

 Well, that evening his wife is in the kitchen cooking dinner, and he’s in 

the living room, and he says to himself, “I’m about 40 feet away, let’s see 

what happens.” 

 “Honey, what’s for supper?” No response. 

So he moves to the close end of the living room, about 30 feet away, and says 

again, “Honey, what’s for supper?” No response. 

 Sam then moves into the dining room, about 20 feet away. “Honey," he 
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says for the third time, "what’s for supper?”  Still he gets no response. 

 Standing right in the kitchen door, 10 feet away, Sam says, “Honey, 

what’s for supper?”  Still no response.  'This is terrible,' he thinks to himself. 

 So, finally Sam walks right up behind her. “Honey, what’s for supper?” 

She turns around and says, “For the FIFTH time, CHICKEN!!!!” 

 When it comes to our relationship with God, and our prayer life, and 

how we make decisions, and how we react to tragedies and emergencies, 

and even how we react to joys in our life - sometimes the way that 

conversation with God works, gets just a little weird.  We get confused.  

Because so much of life is about getting our needs met to our satisfaction 

- at least we think so much of life is about that - we assume the same 

rules apply to our conversations with God. 

 This morning I want you to notice a couple things:  

1.  Have you ever noticed that we are always blaming God for not 

listening to us, when maybe the problem is that we are not listening to 

God?   

2.  Have you ever noticed that we have selective hearing?  Family 

members are usually pretty attuned to the idea of selective hearing, 
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because we all have it, but it really sticks out at home.  Please notice that 

we have selective reading, too, and selective interpretation, and selective 

doctrine-formation.  If this were not true, we would have at least 200 

fewer denominations of Christianity on the planet.   

3.  Have you ever noticed that maybe sometimes you pretend to hear the 

person that is talking to you, but nothing is getting in, because in reality 

you are listening to something else at the same time? - like out of the 

corner of your eye you are still trying to follow a movie on TV, or you 

are trying to listen to the ball game, and you just can't switch your 

listening from one thing to the other that easily?  But you can turn your 

head and pretend you are listening - you might even nod a few times. 

 A bunch of the people that have been following Jesus around, plus 

some of "the Jews" - the official Jewish big-shots - ask him point blank in 

the Temple one day: "Quit beating around the bush," they say, "we are 

dying to know - just come out and tell us if you are the Messiah or not."  

And surprisingly, Jesus says, "I've told you, I've been telling you - what 

more do I need to do or say?  I have told you and still you don't believe."  

These people had been seeing the work of Messiah being done in front of 
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them every day, and yet, somehow that was not straight-forward enough 

for them.  Perhaps they had eyes but could not see; ears, but could not 

hear. 

 We are surrounded with voices - too many voices - all telling us 

something we need to think, or something we need to do, or to buy, or to  

react to in order to prove we care - there's no end to it.  People and 

businesses and corporations try to manipulate us into paying the most 

attention to THEM, all day long.  Where does the voice of Jesus come in?  

 Most of you probably know from experience that babies know their 

mother's voice, and often father's voice too.  They can pick that voice out 

of a crowd of people who are all talking at the same time and they will 

seek it out, trying to see where it is coming from.  

 When our son, Dan was still in the womb, I used to put my face 

against my wife's belly and talk to him.  I would tell him stories and jokes 

and sometimes sing a little bit.  On the day he was born, just a couple 

minutes after the nurses had first gotten him to cry and they were 

cleaning him up, I went over to the table where he was across the delivery 

room, and I said something like, "Hi Dan - it's good to finally see you!,  
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and instantly he turned his head and stared at me.  He knew my voice.  I 

didn't even think a new-born could turn his head, but he was looking for 

the source of the voice. 

 One reassuring thing for those who may be confused about God and 

salvation is that thing that Jesus says: "my sheep hear my voice."  And 

notice, right after that Jesus says, "and I know them".   See, he doesn't 

say, "they know me," he only says, "they know my voice."  Now, this 

may be picky, and don't hold me to it when we get to heaven, but ask 

yourself if this might be possible....Even if some people think they are 

following the right thing and it's not Jesus, if the voice they are hearing is 

really Jesus' voice, then they ARE following the right thing, and in the 

end they will find out that they have been following the right person, 

Jesus.  Perhaps some people are following Jesus, when they don't even 

know they are following Jesus - because maybe they were brought up to 

think that Jesus was stupid - or they just never heard the Gospel - but they 

don't realize that all the good and right stuff they believe doesn't come 

from where they THINK it comes from - rather it comes straight from 

Jesus' mouth. 
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     What voice are they listening to, and who KNOWS them?  What voice 

are we listening to?  What voice are you listening to? 

 Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ sayeth....Thou shalt love 

the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy mind and 

with all thy soul and with all thy strength.  This is the first and 

Great Commandment.  And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt 

love thy neighbor as thyself.  On these two commandments hang 

all the Law and the Prophets. 

 [ Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says.]!!!  hmmm 

 What do you listen to?  How about turning off all those things that 

fill your ears and your minds with garbage and fluff and spam.  Turn off 

those things that waste your time and your brain and your heart.  Then get 

yourself to a quiet place - both physically, and inside yourself - and listen.  

 Who do you hear?  Is there a still small voice?  I hope it's Jesus.  

The closer you follow him, the easier it is to hear what he has to say to 

you, and he ALWAYS has something to say to you. 
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 The LORD is our shepherd; if we go where he shows us we should 

go, we will want for nothing.  He makes us lie down in green pastures 

and he leads us beside still waters.  He revives our souls, and he guides us 

along right paths for his Name's sake.  Even though there are times when 

we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, and it is dark, and we 

cannot see the way, we need fear no evil;  because God is with us; his big 

walking stick and his crutches, they are a comfort to us.   

 Our God, he even spreads a table before us, covered with good food 

and wine, and he spreads this table for us right there in front of our 

enemies who think we don't deserve it.  Then he anoints us with oil.  Our 

cup is running over.  Surely his goodness and mercy will follow us all the 

days of our lives, and we will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 Listen - he's telling us it's supper time. 

 


